
  

     

  
 

   

  
  

  

  
     

            
     

   
     

   
   

  
  
  
  
   
  
  

              
        

 
 

  

 

 
      

 

   

 

    

Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management 

TIME-SENSITIVE LAND ACQUISITION REQUEST 
The Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund is established by Article 9, Section 35 of the State 

Constitution and Part 19 of Act 451, P.A. 1994, as amended. 

DNR USE ONLY 

Application Number State Senate District 

Region Number State House District 

INSTRUCTIONS: Under the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF) program, applications for acquisition of land or 
rights in land may be accepted for public outdoor recreation and/or natural resource conservation purposes. If you represent a 
unit of government authorized to provide public, outdoor recreation (state agency, county, city, village or township), this form 
enables you to have your acquisition request considered by the MNRTF board at any time of the year (out-of-cycle). However, 
the proposed acquisition proposal must meet the following criteria: 1) Has regional impact, 2) Provides for the conservation of, 
or access to, significant natural resources, or public outdoor recreation opportunities, and 3) Has an estimated market value of 
$1 million or greater. Exceptions may be made to these guidelines at the discretion of the Department and Board. If you believe 
your project meets the criteria, please e-mail the information below to your MDNR recreation grant coordinator: 

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Time Sensitive Land Acquisition Request (Form PR1902) 
Location Map 
Conceptual Plan 
Plat Map 
Most recent deed(s) or copy of tax bill 
Photos of the site 
Any additional documentation to justify this request 

IMPORTANT: If your request is accepted for full consideration, you will be notified by DNR staff to access the MiRecGrants 
online application system to submit this form and associated attachments. A link to MiRecGrants can be found at 
www.michigan.gov/dnr-grants. 
Project Title 

Name of Applicant/Organization Telephone Number with Area Code (Between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m.) 

Applicant/Organization Address, City, State, ZIP Code 

Site Location (attach plat map) 
City Village Township 

Name of City, Village, or Township 

County Section Number Range and Township Numbers 

Brief physical description of parcel(s) proposed for acquisition. 

Legal description of parcel(s). Attach the most current deed or tax bill. Use separate sheet for legal description, if needed. 

1 PR1902 (Rev. 10/25/2018) 
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Landowner/Acreage and cost information for all proposed parcels. 

Name and Address of Landowner Number of 
Acres 

State Equalized
Value Estimated Cost 

TOTAL 
Will the proposed acquisition preserve any rare, fragile or scenic natural feature, or protect any rare or endangered plant or animal? No Yes 
If Yes, explain:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Will the site provide access to any of the following? Great Lakes or Connecting Waters Inland Lake River or Stream 

Identify the Body of Water Specify Amount of Frontage, in feet 

Does the site provide any of the following opportunities?  Hunting   Fishing   Other Wildlife Related Activities 

What major city is the nearest site? How many miles from the city is the site? 

Acquisition would be by (check one): Negotiated Purchase   Gift  Other, describe:_____________________________________________ 

Are there any buildings or improvements on the site? No Yes 
If Yes, describe:__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Have the landowners been contacted regarding the availability of the parcel(s)? No Yes 

Describe why you believe the area is valuable for recreation or resource conservation purposes. Attach photos of the site. 

2 PR1902 (Rev.10/25/2018) 



  

  
 

  

 

      

  

Describe why you believe that the project will have a significant regional impact and/or why the project is of such significance that is warrants 
considerations by the MNRTF Board outside of the standard grant application cycle. 

Describe any development planned for this site, once acquired. Attach a conceptual plan. 

CERTIFICATION 

I certify that all statements on this nomination form are true, complete, and accurate to the best of my knowledge. 

Signature of Applicant Date 

3 PR1902 (Rev. 10/25/2018) 


	Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Time Sensitive Land Acquisition Request Form PR1902: On
	Location Map: On
	Conceptual Plan: On
	Plat Map: On
	Most recent deeds or copy of tax bill: On
	Photos of the site: On
	Any additional documentation to justify this request: Off
	Project Title: Pier Cove Beach Expansion
	Name of ApplicantOrganization: Ganges Township
	Telephone Number with Area Code Between 8 am and 5 pm: 269-543-8316
	ApplicantOrganization Address City State ZIP Code: 1904 64th Street, Fennville, MI 49408
	City: Off
	Village: Off
	Township: On
	Name of City Village or Township: Ganges
	County: Allegan
	Section Number: 05
	Range and Township Numbers: T2N R16W
	Brief physical description of parcels proposed for acquisition: Ganges Township may have the opportunity to acquire an additional 120 feet of public Lake Michigan frontage directly north and adjacent to their current Pier Cove Beach.  Ganges Township has operated Pier Cove Park since the 1920's.  The current park is a public beach and shoreline access point.  The current beach is only 66 feet wide.  
	Legal description of parcels Attach the most current deed or tax bill Use separate sheet for legal description if needed: See attached figures and legal descriptions:
1 - Current Pier Cove Beach Parcel
2 - Current Northern Parcel
3 - Proposed Acquisition Parcel
4 - Conceptual Plan
5 - Trull Deed
6 - Photos
	Number of AcresTOTAL: <0.64
	State Equalized ValueTOTAL: 
	Estimated CostTOTAL: 
	If Yes explain: Lake Michigan frontage and views, parcel contains the outlet of Pier Cove Creek a natural stream into Lake Michigan
	Great Lakes or Connecting Waters: On
	Inland Lake: Off
	River or Stream: On
	Identify the Body of Water: Lake Michigan and Pier Cove Creek
	Specify Amount of Frontage in feet: 120 feet
	Hunting: Off
	Fishing: On
	Other Wildlife Related Activities: On
	What major city is the nearest site: Holland/South Haven
	How many miles from the city is the site: 20
	Negotiated Purchase: On
	Gift: Off
	If Yes describe: Allegan County Road Commission has a box culvert and easement
	Describe why you believe the area is valuable for recreation or resource conservation purposes Attach photos of the site: The first 120 feet north of the current Pier Cove Park boundary has long been thought of as a defining feature for recreation in the area.  The proposed acquisition contains the outlet of Pier Cove Creek into Lake Michigan.  Historically this property has been utilized by the public without significant objection from the property owners as it has been recognized for it's recreation value to all ages, but especially children who enjoy playing the continuously flowing creek to Lake Michigan.

Ganges Township is interested in acquiring this portion of the property to protect the creek outlet as an official part of the public park and expand the public beach area.  The current park is only 66 feet wide.  Pier Cove Park has been recognized in the Township's 5 Year Park and Recreation Plan as benefiting from additional land for park users to be able to spread out and enjoy the public beach.  The Park is limited to 10 regular parking spaces, but many neighborhoods use this beach as their access to Lake Michigan by walking or biking there.   Development in the area has added pressure to the limited space.  During times of high water on the great lakes this space for the public is especially limited.  The proposed acquisition would essentially triple the public beach frontage of the park.  As parking will remain limited this will allow current users to spread out without trespassing on neighboring properties.

The northern 120 feet from the Park also affords spectacular views of Lake Michigan from the adjacent public road right of way.  Acquiring this parcel will allow Ganges Township to preserve and manage those views and help protect Lakeshore Drive from the threat of future high water cycles on Lake Michigan.
	Describe why you believe that the project will have a significant regional impact andor why the project is of such significance that it warrants consideration by the MNRTF Board outside of the standard grant application cycle: Pier Cove Park is a destination for residents of Ganges Township and the surrounding areas.  It is the public beach access for many surrounding neighborhoods that have been developed over the last three decades.  It is also widely popular as a rock collecting beach for thousands of hobbyists who come there for unique septarian "lightening stones".  On any given day you will meet people who have traveled there from throughout the midwest to walk the shoreline and collect rocks.

Through the Townships recent efforts to recover from the 2019-2020 damage high water caused to the park, and current DNR Trust Fund Development application, there is a lot of momentum to get behind Pier Cove and make some positive changes that will last for generations to come.  Through the efforts to keep the park open during high water the Township has developed a relationship with the property owner for the possible acquisition of this additional 120 feet.  The Township would like to expedite the application ahead of the next regular grant cycle to maintain their current positive momentum for change and not risk a delay to the potential acquisition.
	Describe any development planned for this site once acquired Attach a conceptual plan: The proposed acquisition parcel does not have any current plans to be developed.  In the Townships current Trust Fund Development application for the current Park they have proposed a sidewalk in the road right of way along this parcel.  They have also proposed replacing the chain link fence with a more rustic and natural style fence the fits with the historical context of Pier Cove.  Pier Cove is a registered historic site.

The acquisition parcel will remain a natural creek outlet to Lake Michigan.  Boundary line signage would be added to delineate the new limits of the public beach area.
	Name and Address of Landowner: 
	0: Kathryn Trull, 42600 CHERRY HILL RD #107, Canton, MI 48187
	1: 
	2: Acquisition is for part of the above parcel.  SEV and Acres shown are for
	3: the entire parcel.
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 
	9: 

	Number of Acres: 
	0: 0.64
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 
	9: 

	State Equalized Value: 
	0: $117,000
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 
	9: 

	Estimated Cost: 
	0: $250,000
	1: 
	2: 
	3: 
	4: 
	5: 
	6: 
	7: 
	8: 
	9: 

	No, the proposed acquisition will not preserve any rare fragile or scenic natural feature or protect any rare or endangered plant or animal: Off
	Yes, the proposed acquisition will preserve any rare fragile or scenic natural feature or protect any rare or endangered plant or animal: Yes
	Other Type of Acquisition: On
	Other Type of Acquisition describe: possible boundary line adjustment
	No, there are not any buildings or improvements on the site: Yes
	Yes, there are buildings or improvements on the site: Off
	No, the landowners have not been contacted regarding the availability of the parcel(s): On
	Yes, the landowners have been contacted regarding the availability of the parcel(s): Off


